


Pathway C Level C2 Writing 
Persuasive text- Single use plastics: Should they be banned?
	Student information 
	The student is 15 years old and in Year 9. He was born in South Korea and speaks Korean as his home language. He has had age-equivalent schooling and can read and write in his home language. The student has been at an English language centre for five weeks and also undertook extra English studies after school back in South Korea.

	Task 
	Students were given the topic Single use plastics: Should they be banned? and asked to write a persuasive essay. This writing was completed as part of a unit of work about persuasive writing where they learnt about identifying opinions, creating logical arguments, selecting relevant evidence such as facts, statistics, expert opinion, personal experience, and using emotive language.
Students were provided with an essay template, a list of linking words and a list of websites about plastic bags to help plan their essay. Students were expected to acknowledge their sources when quoting evidence.
The student typed their essay on the computer. The analysis is based on the student’s work before correction.



	Section  
	Text 
	This sample of student work demonstrates that the student can:
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	· Use mostly standard word order (VCEALL664)
· Spell most commonly encountered words correctly (VCEALL670)
· Organise the content of a topic at paragraph level, with teacher guidance, to reflect given or new information (VCEALL662) *uses a general outline of a topic sentence, elaboration and summary
· Link ideas using a range of basic cohesive devices (VCEALL663)
· Write using a range of tenses with varied accuracy (VCEALL666)
· Use a varied and appropriate vocabulary (VCEALL668)
· Use adverbials to provide simple detail (VCEALL667)
· Develop a small range of skills to create and navigate simple digital texts (VCEALL672)
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	Overall, this student can also: 
· Write information texts for general school use, based on modelled language (VCEALC654) 
· Use appropriate forms of text for purpose and audience, with guidance (VCEALA656) 
· Organise information and write according to the structure of a specified text (VCEALL661)  
	Possible next steps for this student’s learning: 
· Integrating short quotations into written sentences (VCEALL662)
· Learning the differences between informal and formal language, and using them purposefully in writing to improve the persuasiveness of the text (VCEALA656)
· Analysing the flow of information in a sample essay, for example, by arranging the paragraphs in a logical order (VCEALC654)

	This student’s performance in this task suggests that he is working within the range of Level C2 in Writing. The assessing teacher will need to consider a range of student samples in order to determine whether this student is at the beginning of C2, consolidating C2 or at the C2 standard in Writing.   
At beginning Level C2 students:
· are beginning to be more confident at using a wider range of text types, for example, procedures and reports, although they will often rely on assistance and models
· will begin to produce texts that include a greater and more creative range of adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions and variations in tenses, although not necessarily used accurately
· demonstrate a range of strategies that help them to become independent writers, such as accessing new words from dictionaries or word lists, and spelling words out phonetically or using other spelling strategies, for instance, mnemonics.
At consolidating Level C2 students:
· have begun to use models of text types with a relative degree of independence to produce their own work
· can organise the content of a topic at paragraph and topic sentence level, with assistance
· produce writing that shows improvement in its overall coherence and structure as their repertoire of connectives, conjunctives and grammatical structures continues to expand
· attempt to use direct speech in their texts where appropriate, although it may not be punctuated accurately
· show an awareness of the writing process, including the need to draft, review, and revise, but still require teacher guidance to work through each of these stages productively.
At Level C2 Achievement Standard students:
· write with a degree of autonomy for a range of everyday classroom and personal purposes, such as describing, explaining and recounting
· independently write some basic texts and experiment with presenting their own ideas
· produce texts show varying grammatical accuracy
· incorporate emerging vocabulary and grammatical features to achieve desired effects
· use an increasing range of simple connectives to indicate some basic relationships within and between sentences and paragraphs
· choose appropriate text structures and use headings, tables and images
· use basic text models as a basis for their own texts
· use strategies to organise information in supported research tasks
· review, redraft and improve their writing by discussing alternative ways of arranging and expressing ideas, with teacher support and feedback
· use more advanced features in software applications to write, edit and present their texts.
	Pathways and transitions considerations: 
A Year 9 student who is working within the range of Level C2 in any one language mode is not ready to transition to the English curriculum regardless of their proficiency in the other two language modes. This student will continue on Pathway C of the EAL curriculum.
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Single use plastics. Should they be banned?
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Have you ever thought about that the single use plastics are bad? | think they are
inferior and harmful. Single use plastics are items that are used only once before they are
thrown away. Such as bottle, wrappers, straws and bags. Even though they can be recycled,
they are still made into other plastic products. So, | think the single use plastics should be

banned as soon as possible.
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First, single use plastics can murder millions of sea animals. Yes, murder. We're
murdering now. “In 2015 researchers from the University of Georgia estimated that between
4.8 million and 12.7 million metric tons of plastic per year make their way into the oceans via
people living within 30 miles of a coast.” * Have you ever thought about sea animals? There are
so many sea animals who are threatened by these single use plastics. Did you know that? “In
2015 researchers from the University of Georgia said that in the recent studies found plastic in
the guts of 90 percent of the seabirds tested and 100 percent of the turtles.” 2 These are the
tragic consequences of what humans have created! So, we need to find some alternatives to fix

these problems.
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In addition, single use plastics never decompose even though they break down. When
they break down, they still remain as microplastics. Then, they are even more harmful to
people and animals. “It’s likely that ingesting microplastics could further expose us to chemicals
found in some plastics that are known to be harmful. These chemicals have been linked to a
variety of health problems, including reproductive harm and obesity, plus issues such as organ
problems and developmental delays in children.”? says Pete Myers, founder and chief scientist
of the non-profit Environmental Health Sciences and an adjunct professor of chemistry at
Carnegie Mellon University. Furthermore, there are more problems that are harmful to animals.
“Experiments show that microplastics damage aquatic creatures, as well as turtles and birds:
They block digestive tracts, diminish the urge to eat, and alter feeding behaviour, all of which
reduce growth and reproductive output. Their stomachs stuffed with plastic, some species
starve and die.”* If people stop using the single use plastics which never decompose even when
they are broken down, we can save our environments and lots of sea animals. Keep using the
single use plastics? That’s a stupid thing.
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Further to this, there are so many alternatives to using single use plastics. When you go
to the grocery store, take reusable bags with you to use not plastic bags. When you drink juice
or something, use paper or metal straws or just drink from the cup! When you need to take-
away the coffee, you can say “Can you please put coffee in my reusable cup?” Is it hard? No, it
is not. When you drink some water, use reusable and washable bottles. And when you are at

home and go to the toilet, why don’t you use recycled toilet paper? If you do these things, you
can be a our planet’s hero!




image6.png
For these reasons, | think the single use plastics should be banned. Always think about
alternatives before using single use plastics. Every action you do, will help our world.
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1. https://www.nrdc.org/stories/single-use-plastics-101#what

2. https://www.nrdc.org/stories/single-use-plastics-101#what

3. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/plastic-planet-health-pollution-waste-
microplastics#:™:text=Experiments%20show%20that%20microplastics%20damage,some%20species%20
starve%20and%20die.

4. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/plastic-planet-health-pollution-waste-
microplastics#:™:text=Experiments%20show%20that%20microplastics%20damage,some%20species%20
starve%20and%20die





