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4. Be a character detective Chinese, Part 3: Family members 

� Instructions:  For each character listed, write the components that form part of the character, choosing from the table 
below. 

character pinyin meaning component 1 component 2 

�������� t� she   

���� xìng family name   

� �� �� �� � ���� m�ma mum   

� �� �� �� � ���� n�inai grandmother   

� �� �� �� � ���� ji�jie older sister   

� �� �� �� � ���� mèimei younger sister   

� �� �� �� � ���� bàba father   

	 		 		 		 	 ���� yéye grandfather   

 

Components 

radical or character:  
a clue to the meaning 

radical or character:  
a clue to the sound 

�������� ko����� mouth���� ���� x�n heart 

�������� y�� also� �������� n�i� be�

���� n� woman ���� m� horse 

�������� z	� son� ���� qi� also 

				 rì sun 



 jié seal 

���� fù father ���� b� hope 

���� ���� ����  wèi not yet 

� � � ���� sh
ng life 

 


