3. Language Notes:

Asking and answering questions in Chinese

Chinese, Part 4: Talking about your family

A very common kind of question to ask is one with a YES or NO answer. But in Chinese, there is no one word for YES or
NO. Let’s look at some ways of answering:

Question YES answer NO answer

NI shi lao da ma? Shi de. Bu shi.

2% K"5? £ 0, N o

Are you the eldest? [ am. I’'m not.

N7 qu ta jia ma? Qu. Bu qu.
REKD? *o N

Are you going to his house? | am going. I’'m not going.

Ni you yige gége ma? You. Méi you.

IRA =/ 52 Z BH o

Do you have an older brother? | | have. | don’t have [one].

The question depends on the
verb: shi, qu , you.

To answer YES, simply
repeat the verb. The
particle de can be added
for emphasis.

There are different ways of asking questions with YES/NO answers:

1. By adding ma %% to the end of a statement:

To answer NO, put a bu in
front of the verb. If the verb
is you, put méi in front.

Question YES answer NO answer
Ni shi lao da ma? Shi de. Bu shi.
RA2 2 KD? 2 1, ™ o
Are you the eldest? I am. I'm not.

2. By adding a “tag” to the end of the statement. A common tag is dui ba? "€ meaning “right?”

Question YES answer NO answer
Nide yéye nainai zai Melbourne zhu, dui ba?
6 5 5 2 F R ARAE, e
Your grandparents live in Melbourne, right? Dui. BU dui.
3t o o
Ta ydu yige jigjie, dui ba? That’s right. No. (not right)

Moy — AN 48, 2fee?

He has a sister, right?
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3. By providing answer choices in the actual question. You include both the positive and the negative forms in the

question:
Question YES answer NO answer
Ni shi bu shi lao da? Shi de. BU shi.
RARREK? A0, o
Are you the eldest or not? I am. I'm not.
(Are you or aren’t you the eldest?)
Ta you méi you yige gége? You. Méi you.
R BA =7 o ZAH o
Does he have a brother or not? He has. No, he hasn't.

(Does he or doesn't he have?)

NI xihuln bu xihu''n hé cha? Xihun. BuU xthuan.
RERRERFE? ERo RERo
Do you like drinking tea or not? Yes, | do. No, I don't.
Ni yao bu yao qu Béijing? Yao. Bu yao.
(IS Y | £ Ao
Do you want to go to Beijing or not? Yes, | do. No, | don't.

This way of asking can sound blunt in English, but is very acceptable in Chinese.
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