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4. Be a character detective Chinese, Part 1: Greetings 

� Instructions: For each character listed, write the components (up to three) that form part of the character, choosing 
from the table below. 

 

character pinyin meaning component 1 component 2 component 3 

�� n� you    

�� h�o good; well    

�� w� I    

�� nín you (polite)    

�� t� he    

�� t� she    

�� ma question word    

	� z�o morning    

 
 

Components 

radical: a clue to the meaning radical: a clue to the sound character 


 rén person �     x�n    heart   ��    �r      you 


 shí ten �����m����horse �����   y�      also   

����� ko	���� mouth������   

� n
 woman     

�� z�� son�   

� rì        sun   

� sh�u hand    

����� g����� spear����   

 


