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ESL Continuum

Stage S4

beginning

example 1

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

Writing

The student

Year Level: Year 10, 16 years old

Background: Born in Vietnam

Language: Vietnamese

Schooling: Age equivalent schooling in Vietnam
where he also took English classes, two terms in
an English language centre in Victoria

The task

weeks.

Response to an issue (same task as for S2 Standard, example
2). Students had reviewed newspaper articles on the issue.
Oral discussion and debate followed information gathering.
Information and essay grids were completed. A carefully
scaffolded response was completed, although no model was
provided. The topic was covered over a period of about four

The text shows that the student:

has a clear
understanding
of audience
and purpose

organises
ideas into a
structured text

includes
structural
elements
consistent with
the text type

uses simple,
compound and
complex
sentences

uses a range
of persuasive
techniques
e.g. rhetorical
guestions,
guotes an
authoritative
source
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includes a range
of topic related
vocabulary e.g.
Sherpas,
descended, *
roof of the
world’, frost bite

uses various
cohesive
devices, e.g.
then, also, ‘In
my opinion’,
‘which leads to
my next reason’

uses a wide
range of modal
verbs

shows control
over tenses

includes some
inappropriate
choices e.g.
‘David would
prefer die than
alive’ , ‘he might
prefer dead than
alive’

Continued...
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This is an example of a student beginning to work towards the standard at S4 (S4.1). In preparation for
the task, the student contributed to brainstorming activities, took notes and selected relevant information to
provide supporting evidence for his arguments. The text is well structured and the student uses cohesive
devises at the text and at the sentence level. Arguments are clearly defined and supported by evidence.
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