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Stage S3 progressing towards example 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The student 
Year Level: 10, female 
Background: Born in Vietnam 
Language: Vietnamese 
Schooling: Age equivalent schooling in Vietnam 
where she also took English classes, spent 20 
weeks in an English language school before 
attending secondary school  

The task
Students had been studying how coffee is produced with the 
intention of having them write a text that required the passive 
voice to be used.  They were asked to imagine they had to give 
a talk to a group of Year 10 students about the production and 
manufacture of coffee.  They were given the start of the talk and 
asked to continue it (the first paragraph is not the student’s 
work).  The task was scaffolded with a picture sequencing and 
vocabulary task, and also with supplementary information. This 
is the student’s first draft completed in class. 

The text shows that the student: 

 

is aware of 
purpose and 
audience  
 
uses 
paragraphs 
effectively to 
organise ideas 
 
includes topic 
sentences 
 
uses passive 
voice 
 
includes a range 
of topic specific 
vocabulary, e.g. 
fermentation 
tank, hulled, 
wholesalers 
 
uses subject-
verb agreement 
with reasonable 
control 
 
is confused 
about the use of 
‘how’ and ‘what’  
 

This is an example of a student progressing towards the S3 Standard.  The student writes a sequenced 
text organised into paragraphs and includes various cohesive devices at the sentence and whole-text 
level. At times, the student includes decontextualised references, e.g. ‘then put into a water channel over 
there’, possibly to accompany the visuals which might be used to support the ‘talk’.  The student 
demonstrates reasonable control over some key features of the text type (sequential explanation), for 
example, passive voice, technical vocabulary, temporal conjunctions and connectives.   


