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Stage S3 progressing towards example 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The student 
Year Level: 15 year old female  
Background: Korean, International student 
Language: Korean 
Schooling: Age equivalent schooling in Korea 
where she also learnt English as ‘an other’ 
language. This piece was written during her 
second term at an English Language School. 

The task
Reflective writing task.  Students watched the film Gallipoli as 
part of a brief unit on Anzac Day and Australia’s involvement in 
WW1 for their humanities class.  Students were asked to 
respond to a statement that appears at the beginning of the film 
and discuss their point of view of the statement after watching 
the film. Students were expected to include an experience from 
their own lives in the response.  The task was not scaffolded.  

The text shows that the student: 

incorporates 
elements  of an 
essay structure, 
e.g. introduction,  
body, 
conclusion, topic 
sentences, 
paragraphs  
 
uses 
connectives to  
develop 
cohesion e.g. in 
contrast, in 
addition  
 
has developed a 
good range of 
vocabulary 
choices  
 
uses 
nominalization 
e.g. 
importance,  the 
preciousness 
 
uses varied 
tenses with 
reasonable 
accuracy e.g. 
conditional -
could make a 
deep friendship, 
past perfect – 
they had 
thought that…  
 
 

includes 
adverbials e.g. 
seriously, 
deeply 
 
uses  
appropriate 
punctuation 
consistently  
  
varies sentence 
structure, 
however 
sentence 
structure 
sometimes 
interferes with 
meaning  
 
includes some 
ESL errors e.g. 
sentence 
structure, 
omission of 
words, word 
order , over 
generalization of 
rules e.g. 
to be shutted 
 
shows 
awareness of 
cultural and 
social 
sensibilities of 
word choice  
 

This text is an example of a student progressing towards the S3 Standard (S3.2).  The 
student writes a reflective essay and demonstrates an ability to express ideas and 
feelings about an issue.  She is able to relate a personal experience to the topic as 
requested.  The student writes with a level of complexity, however some ESL errors are 
evident in her writing. 


