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Stage S3 beginning example 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student 
Year Level: Year 10, 15 years old 
Background: Born in Vietnam, in Australia for 
approximately 1 year  
Language: Vietnamese 
Schooling: Age equivalent schooling in Vietnam 
 

The task
Text response – timed task 
The students were given an essay topic about the novel Mice 
and Men.  Student had spent some time studying the novel 
before being asked to write a response to an essay question.  
Students were asked to write a draft, then proof read their 
writing.  The corrections in the text were made by the student.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The text shows that the student: 

understands the  
task - identifies 
key themes within 
the text and 
discusses them  
 
does not fully 
develop ideas  
 
uses paragraphs 
in a limited way  
 
uses basic 
punctuation  
 
limited use of 
connectives at the 
text level, e.g. first 
of  all  
 
uses pronouns as 
reference items 
 
includes some  
ESL errors e.g. 
word omission, 
sentence structure  
 
has limited 
vocabulary 
choices  
 
writes with varying 
grammatical 
accuracy 

Continued on next page….
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This is an example of a student beginning to work towards the S3 Standard 
(S3.1).  The student begins the text reasonably well, elaborating on the key 
ideas in the first paragraph.  However, as the text progresses, the student’s 
control over the structure and cohesion of the text, and the development of 
ideas is less evident.  Completing a timed task would impact on the student’s 
response.  There is evidence that the student knows what he/she wants to 
say, but does not yet have the control of language to express the ideas. 


