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Stage S2 Standard example 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The student 
Year Level: Year 10 
Background: Born in China, less than one year in 
Australia 
Language: Chinese 
Schooling: Age equivalent schooling in China, two 
terms in an English language centre in Victoria 
before entering secondary school  

The task
Response to an issue (same task as for S4 beginning, example 
1).  Students had reviewed newspaper articles on the issue.  
Oral discussion and debate followed information gathering. 
Information and essay grids were completed.  A carefully 
scaffolded response was completed, although no model was 
provided.  The topic was covered over a period of about four 
weeks. 

The text shows that the student: 

attempts to write 
in complex 
sentences, but 
at times this 
impacts on 
clarity of 
meaning and is 
not sustained 
throughout the 
text 
 
spells most 
words 
accurately  
 
uses verb tense 
with varying 
accuracy  
 
uses modals 
e.g., should, 
would 
 
attempts to use 
idiomatic 
language but 
not always 
successfully e.g. 
fresh human life, 
human sense, 
gate of death  

understands 
audience and 
purpose   
 
writes an 
extended text, 
organised into 
paragraphs   
 
uses topic 
sentences 
 
uses 
connectives to 
sequence 
arguments, 
e.g. firstly, 
secondly, 
finally 
 
uses emotive 
language  
 
is able to build 
a sense of 
empathy  
 
uses quotation 
marks for 
direct speech  

This text is an example of a student at S2 Standard (S2.3).  The student clearly understands writing for a 
purpose and audience. He presents a series of arguments and elaborates on each, showing a coherent 
development of ideas.  The student attempts to express some quite complex ideas, but these are not 
always supported by his level of language.   


