
www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/teachingresources/esl/  Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
 
ESL Continuum          Writing 

Last updated 30-09-09       (c) State of Victoria (DEECD), 2009 

 
Stage S1 progressing towards example 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The student 
Year Level: Year 7, female 
Background: Sudanese, refugee, time spent in 
Kakuma refugee camp 
Language: Dinka 
Schooling: No previous formal schooling before 
arriving in Australia, spent 1 year in an English 
language school in Victoria, exiting to Year 3.  
Receives 4 x 70 minutes ESL withdrawal from 
mainstream class per week.  

The task
The student was asked to write about 
herself or her family.  This is the student’s 
first draft.  Two versions of the text were 
completed by the student: a handwritten 
version and a word processed document. 

The text shows that the student: 

uses basic features for word processing 

This is an example of a student progressing towards the standard at S1 (S1.2).  The student recounts a 
personal experience using past tense and time markers appropriately.  The layout of the word processed 
document might be the result of the student’s familiarity with the features of the software program.  Some 
of the spelling errors in the handwritten version have been corrected in the word processed document, 
possibly by the autocorrect tool rather than by the student using the spell check tool.   

attempts to use 
paragraphs 
 
writes using 
sentences which 
reflect oral language   
 
uses common time 
markers 
 
use some 
punctuation  with 
consistency 
 
uses common 
irregular  past tense 
verbs correctly e.g. 
was, gave, went 
 spells frequently 
used words correctly 
 
uses basic features 
for word processing 
 
   
 

Text as produced on computer 


