
www.education.vic.gov.au/studentlearning/teachingresources/esl/  Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
ESL Continuum - Writing 

 

Last updated 30-07-08  (c) State of Victoria (DEECD), 2008 
 

 
Stage S1  progressing towards example 1 

 
 
 
 

The student 
Year Level: 17 years old, female 
Background: Iraqi/Assyrian. Came via Syria ~ 4 
months previously 
Language: Arabic, Assyrian 
Schooling: Age equivalent schooling and literacy 
in Arabic 

The task 
This was a piece of personal writing, completed 
after a unit on the Immigration Museum, where the 
class looked at different people’s stories. 

uses 
vocabulary 
and structures 
practised 
orally 
 
 
writes using 
short 
sentences/ 
statements; 
conjunction 
and 
references 
are explicit 
and repetitive, 
typical of 
spoken mode  
 
attempts 
paragraphs 
and topic 
sentences 
 
has a high  
conceptual 
level, but 
needs tense 
control to get 
her meaning 
across 
effectively 
 

is attempting 
(unsuccess-
fully) quite 
complex 
sentences 
 
uses common 
time markers 
to link and 
sequence 
ideas  
 
uses 
pronouns and 
basic 
referents to 
maintain 
cohesion and 
avoid 
repetition 
 
uses familiar 
vocabulary, 
structures, 
phrases 
 
is attempting 
to use past 
tense in a 
recount, but 
her tense 
control is 
letting her 
down 

The text shows that the student: 

This text shows a student progressing towards the Standard at S1.  She has begun to 
attempt her own sentences, although the focus is on meaning rather than grammatical 
accuracy. Most sentences tend to follow a basic subject-verb-object pattern, but with 
varying degrees of accuracy. Her text demonstrates a growing awareness of differences 
between text types, especially in terms of overall organisational features and structure, 
although her ability to demonstrate this in her own writing is still very rudimentary.  With 
assistance, she can review her writing and identify aspects that might be changed or 
revised. 
 


