
   
 

ASSESSMENT CONTEXT  Reading   
 
Student Sample: Stage BL Progressing Towards Video 2 
 
Student information: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The task: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The student was born in Sudan and speaks Arabic at home. He is eleven years and nine months old 

and has been in Australia for four months. He has been attending an English language school for 

twenty weeks. He had two years of schooling in Sudan, but this was interrupted. 

The class has been working on the topic of „Sea Creatures‟. They learned about the topic from posters, 
a big book, short factual films from the internet and a variety of class texts. There was also a „Rockpool‟ 
incursion at the school. As part of this unit the students have learned the relevant vocabulary for 
naming and describing the animals and their habitats. There has been work on recognition of words 
and the writing of simple sentences using this vocabulary.  
 
In this reading task the student was consolidating his understanding and showing the teacher what he 
had learned in the unit. In particular the teacher was looking at how well the student could: 

• identify the written labels for the animals; 
• use the technical terminology in describing the animals; 
• understand and read familiar linguistic structures, such as “This is …”, “It has……”, “It lives in 

the …..”, “It eats….” 
• read familiar texts with fluency 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Each video sample represents one performance on a specific task within a unit of work, produced by 
each student with scaffolding at the level appropriate to the student‟s current stage of language 
development.  
 
When making judgements to assign a student to a particular ESL Stage (A1 to S4) and a level within 
the stage (beginning, progressing towards, at standard), teachers need to consider:  

• a range of tasks. Not all Indicators of Progress can be demonstrated within one task or  
activity.  

• the amount of scaffolding provided to the student in performing these tasks, based on the 
type of teaching context, the texts used, and the tasks performed. Table 1: The Criteria for the 
differentiation between stages of the ESL standards on page 10 of the English as a Second 
Language (ESL) Companion to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards, VCAA 2005, may 
assist in determining the level of appropriate scaffolding.  

• the consistency of student performance. A clustering of a number of performances over 
time at or around the stage and level should be collected as evidence to support the 
judgement.  

• the student’s control of language across the four aspects of texts and responses to texts, 
cultural understandings of language use, linguistic structures and features and maintaining and 
negotiating communication.  

 
The ESL VELS Learning Focus, Standards and Progression Profile and Indicators of Progress are 
designed to work together and will assist in making judgements about the stage and level of a student‟s 
performance at a particular point in time.  
 
Assignment of a student to a stage and level is an „on balance‟ judgement of the student‟s stage at that 
point in time. The student should be constantly monitored to determine the ways in which she or he is 
making progress towards indicators consistent with a higher level or stage.  

 



   

 



   

 

 


