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Stage BL | beginning example 2

The student

Year Level: (11 years old) The task

Background: Refugee from Iraq; family The student was asked a series of questions
came via several years in Iran about himself and his life in Australia by an
Language: Arabic; Farsi interviewer [Int]. He had the assistance of an
Schooling: largely unschooled before interpreter [Ips]

Australia; is learning Arabic literacy in

Saturday school

The text shows that the student:

Int:  And um do you watch television?

understands S yeah
;'r'ggilgébl e ISn_t: Iaer?ggnWhat do you watch?
questions Int: Cartoons. Do you have a favourite? Which one?
uses non- S:  [shrugs, shakes head]
verbal Int:  You don't know them, that's alright. And um who
language to in your family speaks English?
sustain S: XXX
interaction Int:  And who speaks it best? You or XXX?
with others S: XXX
asks for Int:  mm hmmZ that's great. And does he help you with
L your English?

clarification S
from other L1 S: [|nd|cz_;1tes he needs help. Interpreter tra_mslates
speakers question and student responds in Arabic]

Ips: yes, he helps him.
interacts Int:  And when you are not at school and not watching
appropriately television, what do you like to do?
in context S: [indicates he needs help. Interpreter translates

guestion and student responds in Arabic]
demonstrates Ips: | don't play games; just do my homework
listening Int:  And at school do you play soccer? At lunch? Are
you good?
S: yeah

This text is an example of a student beginning to work towards Stage BL. He has very
little oral English. He does not respond meaningfully to English beyond some very basic
responses. He communicates with the interpreter using his first language. He may not
speak in the classroom except to same language peers. He sometimes attempts to
communicate with the teacher using his own language. He can understand more in
English than he can say.
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