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Stage B2 Standard example 2 
 
 
 The student 

Year Level: Year 6 (13 years old) 
Background: Refugee from Iraq; came via 
Syria. Family in Australia for 26 months. 
About to take Australian citizenship. 
Language: L1 Aramaic/Arabic – oral only 
Schooling: largely unschooled until 
language centre in Sydney 

The task 
The student was asked a series of questions 
about his background, in a one on one 
interview situation with an interviewer (Int). 

The text shows that the student: 

uses 
negative 
form (NB 
his use of 
negation is 
more 
advanced 
than many 
students at 
this level. 
Most would 
not be able 
to inflect 
doesn’t) 
 
uses verb 
‘to have’ 
correctly 
 

describes a 
series of 
events or 
actions 
 
uses time 
markers, but 
does not 
mark verbs 
for tense 
 
 
uses 
subordinating 
conjunctions 

S:  mm. I like it here but [one 
year] I have to go to 
Sydney 

Int:  oh really? 
S:  [indisctinct]  
Int:  so why do you have to go 

to Sydney? 
S:  I dunno. My Mum tell me 

because my Mum she 
doesn't know English too 
much over [here] and my 
father  

Int:  mm mm 
S:  my father and my brother 

they have to stay here and 
work 

Int:  mm mm? 
S:  and my sister, me and my 

mother we have to go 
Sydney 

This text is an example of a student at Stage B2 Standard. He can answer basic 
questions on familiar topics, using familiar structures. He can describe a series of events 
or actions. He uses basic time markers, common prepositions, some common 
contractions and negative forms. He uses verb endings with some consistency. He 
pronounces familiar words comprehensibly.  He employs basic strategies to sustain and 
enhance communication in English. 
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