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The student

Year Level: Year 2

Background: Somali, born in Australia
Language: Somali

Schooling: began Prep in Victoria

The text shows that the student:

Standard

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

ESL Continuum - Writing

example 3

The task

The students had been learning about narratives.
They had been read a range of narratives, been
explicitly taught about the structure and linguistic
features of narratives and jointly constructed
narratives with the teacher. How to develop a plan
for writing narratives had also been modelled.
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This text is an example of a student at A2 Standard. The student uses a simple narrative structure
beginning with an orientation, followed by a complication and resolution. The text is quite long and
has been edited with the support of the teacher to include details which help the reader follow the
narrative more easily. The writing includes oral language structures e.g. ‘they wasn't’, ‘didn’t listening’.
The student uses pronouns as reference items, for example Lisa/she, Lisa and Matt/they. The text is
mostly written in the simple past tense and includes some common irregular past tense verbs (went,
was). The student spells high frequency words correctly and uses sound and visual features (e.g.
baet/boat, propley/properly, tow/two, wasent/wasn't) to spell unknown words. Full stops are used to
end most sentences. Upper and lower case letters are used, but not always appropriately.
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