Reading Difficulties and Dyslexia: Teacher Resource


Comprehension Profile Years 7-10 
Student name: ...........................................................................    Year level: ............    Date: ....../....../............

Text: ............................................................................................................................    

	Cues
	 Student Response

	
	Describing the student’s responses
	Student response

	Deciding the likely topic of a text and developing a reading plan

	Forming an initial impression of the text

· Before the student reads the text, ask them to tell you what they think the text might be about. Give them time to scan the text, noting the use of headings and 
sub-headings and any illustrations to decide its likely topic.
	Identify how well the student works out the likely topic of the text. 

0. Does not mention a plausible topic

1. Mentions the title or makes partial reference to the topic

2. Mentions a plausible topic
	Student response

0

1

2



	Predicting plausible ideas and events in the text

· Ask the student to predict ideas and events that may be presented in the text.  For example: What things might the text tell you? What questions might it answer?
	Identify how well the student predicts ideas and events that may be presented in the text.

0. Does not mention any plausible ideas

1. Says one or two plausible ideas

2. Says three or more plausible ideas

	Student response

0

1

2



	Developing a reading plan: establishing the reader’s awareness of the reading actions they can use when reading a text.

· Ask the student to describe the reading actions they can use to help them when reading a text. For example:  While reading, what actions can help you understand what you read?
	Identify how well the student develops a reading plan

0. Does not mention any reading actions

1. Says one or two reading actions

2. Says three or more reading actions
	Student response

0

1

2



	Reading and comprehending sentences

	Visualising and paraphrasing to comprehend sentences
	 

	· Visualising

After the student has read part of the text (either out loud or silently), point to a specific sentence.
Say: Make a picture in your mind of what the sentence says. Tell me what you see in your mind when you read that sentence.
	Identify how well the student uses visualising to comprehend sentences.

0. Does not visualise

1. Visualises part of the sentence

2. Visualises the sentence appropriately
	Student response

0

1

2



	· Paraphrasing

After the student has read part of the text 
(either out loud or silently), point to a specific sentence in the text.
Say: Could you read this sentence again? Now say it back to me in your own words. You may change as many words as you like, as long as it still has the same meaning. 
	Identify how well the student uses paraphrasing to comprehend sentences.

0. Does not paraphrase

1. Paraphrases or retells part, but not the complete sentence

2. Paraphrases the sentence appropriately
	Student response

0

1

2



	Working out meanings of unfamiliar words in the text

	Comprehending vocabulary in the text

· Ask the student to work out the meanings of familiar and unfamiliar words in the context of the text. 

Point to each target word. Say: Could you say this word?  Now could you tell me what this word means? What are other words you could say for it? How did you work out the meaning of the word?
	 Strategies to work out word meanings

0. Has no strategies to do this

1. Uses the context and doesn’t link with other information

2. Uses the context and links with other information
	Student response

0

1

2



	
	Strategies to work out how to say the word

0. Has no strategies to do this

1. Has a partial strategy; says part of the word correctly and then may say the word

2. Says the new word relatively effortlessly 


	Student response

0

1

2




	Working out the meaning of the text by inferring, questioning and summarising

	Inferring from the ideas presented in the text

· Ask the student to infer about the events/ideas presented in the text. 
For example:  Who do you think ….? What do you think….? How do you think…? What would happen if….?

Identifying the questions that the text answers

· After reading two or more sentences, ask the student to identify the questions the text answers. For example: What question/s does this answer for us? What question would you ask to get this as an answer?

Summarising part of the text after reading it.

· When the student has finished reading part of the text (either out loud or silently), ask them to tell you about the main ideas from what they have read.


	Identify how well the student infers from the ideas presented in the text.

0. Does not provide a response

1. Mentions one or two inferences

2. Mentions three or more inferences

Identify how well the student identifies questions that the text answers.

0. Does not provide a response

1. Provides one or two questions that the text might answer 

2. Provides three or more questions that the text might answer

Identify how well the student summarises the text after reading it.

0. Does not provide a response

1. Mentions some details about the main ideas from the text

2. Gives an accurate summary of the text


	Student response

0

1

2

Student response

0

1

2

Student response

0

1

2




	Linking meaning across sentences and paragraphs

	Predicting plausible ideas and events in the text from what students have read so far

After reading part of the text (either out loud or silently), ask the student to predict what the remainder of the text is going to be about.
	Identify how well the student predicts plausible ideas and events in the text from what they have read so far.

0. Mentions ideas that are implausible given the topic of the text and what they have read so far

1. Mentions one or two plausible idea that fits with the topic of the text and what they have read so far

2. Mentions three or more plausible ideas that fit with the topic and the text read so far


	Student response

0

1

2



	Reviewing, consolidating and responding to the text

	Consolidating and reviewing the text

After the student has read the text, ask them: What are the main ideas and details in the text? What did you learn? 


	Identify how well the student consolidates and reviews the text.

0. Does not identify details or main ideas in the text

1. Mentions some details and main ideas from the text

2. Mentions the main ideas and details from the text 
	Student response

0

1

2



	Providing an emotional response to the text

Ask the student to talk about their emotional response to the text. For example: How did you enjoy reading this text? Was it interesting/useful/amusing? Why?
	 Identify how well the student provides an emotional response to the text.

0. Does not provide an emotional response to the text

1. Provides an emotional response to the text

2. Provides an emotional response to the text and can justify their response
	Student response

0

1

2




	 Additional comments (optional):
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