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Running Record Conventions

There is a set of universal conventions (developed by Clay, 1993) which allow teachers to accurately
record what a child articulates as s/he reads a text or section of a text. Using the agreed conventions

ensures colleagues and other professionals can understand and interpret the Running Record also.

This promotes consistency of approach because all stake holders (e.g. classroom teacher, members

of a professional learning team, literacy coordinator, leadership team, allied health professionals

and/or parents) can accurately see and understand a record of a student’s reading at a given point in

time.

The following conventions are demonstrated using the text Insect Hunt (Reed & Curtain, 2014, p.2)

as an example.

substituted

word that was meant to
be read. Write the
substituted word above
the line.

Insects live all around us.

Response How do you record it? What does it look like? Scoring

Awordisread | Atick for every correct | v Vv v v This is

correctly word. Ticks reflect the Insects live all around us. correct. No
text layout on the page. errors

A word is Draw a line above the v v v above v Record as an

error

A word is Draw a line above the v A — ¥ Record as an
omitted word that was meant to | Insects live all around us. error
be read. Draw a dash
above the line.
A word is Insert the extra word by | many v/ vv v 4 Record as an
inserted recording exactly where - Insects live all around us. error
it was said. Draw a line
and add the word above
the line. Place a dash
under the line.
An attempt at | Draw a line above the 3 letters
a word is made | word that was v li-v-E vV Y v were
attempted. Insert the Insects live  all around us. sounded out
attempt by recording and the last
exactly what was said. letter was
named. The
word was
not stated.

Record as an
error.

Self correction
of a word

Draw a line above the
word that was
substituted. Record
exactly what was said.
Record a SC to show the
word was then read
accurately.

v v v above jon SC v
Insects live all around us.

Record as a
self correct.
This is not
an error
because it
has been
fixed up.
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A word is Record by placing an R YR vy v v This is not
repeated after the word that is Insects live all around us. an error.
repeated
A section of Record by placingan R This is not
text is after the last word v \4 v v VR anerror.
repeated repeated. Draw a line Insects live all around us.
from the R to the first
word repeated.
Self correction Record as a
by rereading. He self correct.
) This is not
v v v above R Vv an error
Insects live all around|  us. because
through
rereading it
has been
fixed up.
Reader Write an A above the A v v v Record as an
appeals for word that was Insects'T live all around us. error.
help with an appealed. Write a T next
unknown word | to the word that was
and is told. told.
Readeristold | Draw a line above the - v v 4 Record as an
a word if no word and a dash above | Insects T live all around us. error. If
attempt made. | the line. Write a T next repeated

to the word that was
told.

proper noun
€rrors occur
in the

reading
score asan
error once
only.
Reader is Anerror is
instructed to F l-i-v-E  everywhere scored
try that again Insects live all because the
(usually when reader was
meaning or N TTA prompted to
significant around  us. go back and
problem have
solving has another try.
occurred) If no self

corrections
occur, 5
errors would
be recorded
for this
example.
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