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Module 2 Understanding our past

Slide 1 – Launch & Cultural Warning

The following content will contain the history and life stories of many Aboriginal men and women that were affected by government policies in Australia.  The information following could not have been provided without recognising their involvement and existence in Aboriginal Victorian life and communities.  In some Aboriginal communities seeing the names of dead people may cause sadness and distress, particularly to relatives of the deceased.  Aboriginal people are warned that names and voices of dead people may be found on these pages.

Slide 2
 The Department aims to support schools, teachers and education support staff to be culturally inclusive of Indigenous students.

 The following modules will provide advice, process and practical solutions as to what teachers should know and be able to do in order to teach Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and to teach all students about Aboriginal languages, history and culture.

 In the context of this course we will be referring to Aboriginal Victorians as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, Koories and Indigenous.
Slide 3
This module is concerned with why we include Indigenous perspectives in schools and classroom learning for all Victorian students and it will help school staff by providing a brief overview of Victorian Aboriginal history.  
Slide 4
On completion of this module you will have gained an overview of Victorian Aboriginal history and themes for schools that will give you an insight into how to locally launch and investigate the lived Aboriginal history in your local school area.  

Slide 5

Click here to read the conversation about why all Australian children need to learn about Aboriginal history.

You should think about the opportunities in your own teaching to include Indigenous perspectives.  
Slide 6

The history of educating Indigenous Victorians is complicated and speaks of assimilation and lack of expectations that have caused Victorian Aboriginal people to be isolated from the school learning experience.  As educators, the inclusion of Indigenous perspectives provides a respectful and reconciling means to improve the educational outcomes for all Victorians.

 Click here to visit the ABC website and read the Education and Learning story.
Slide 7
Click here to find out more about sustainability and Indigenous farming techniques.

Slide 8

In this video you will hear Aunty Iris Lovett speak about the effects of the taking over of land.

Slide 9
Click here to read about how land set aside for Aboriginal people was subsequently taken back for farming and other industries.

Slide 10
In this activity, in a timeline model, we have collected stories from around Victoria.  Although the stories here are site specific, the general timeline and themes from this brief overview can be used to launch your own local investigations of your local Aboriginal history.

 Click on each button to learn about the History of Victorian Aboriginal People
Slide 11

Click here to listen to a podcast and find out more about Aboriginal people walking off missions and reserves and moving into cities and towns.

Slide 12
Click on the Resources button to download and read a publication produced by the City of Yarra.  This publication documents the Aboriginal history of the City.

Slide 13
Click here to the article that acknowledges the Stolen Generation and Aboriginal heritage in the local area.

 Deborah Findlay, former resident of the Ballarat Orphanage would like to see the site’s school building protected from development. (Margaret Burin – ABC Local)
Slide 14
The video you are about to watch is a Compass interview with Archie Roach on how the Stolen Generation still affects the lives of many Victorian Aboriginal people. (Unfortunately the video is no longer available.)
Slide 15
 My Vote, Your Vote, Our Vote.

(video)

Slide 16
Click here to read, listen to or watch Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, MP, - Apology to Australia’s Indigenous peoples.
Slide 17
150 Years of Lake Condah:  ongoing heritage management and cultural revitalisation.

The Lake Condah Mission is a part of the land of the Gunditjmara people and is located outside of Heywood in Western Victoria.  The Working on Country Program enables Traditional Owners to preserve the rich cultural heritage of Lake Condah and share the history and place with others.

Click here and read more.

 Thelma Rose Edwards (seated) grew up in this house on the Lake Condah Mission.  Her daughter Deb Rose (left) is a senior ranger and Deb’s nephews Michael Day and Aaron Bamblett are rangers-in-training.  (Lily Partland – ABC Local)

Slide 18
Considering the impact of colonial invasion and subsequent settlement, the disbursement and disconnection of Aboriginal people from traditional lands and practices, and government policy and practices designed to assimilate and eradicate Victoria’s Aboriginal population, this next activity poses the challenge for schools to improve and close the social indicators of health and education outcomes. 

 Click on the image above to read a snapshot of Victorian Aboriginal Health.  

 When reading this: 
a) appreciate the holistic understanding of Victorian Aboriginal life and 
b) the connection between individual good health and a healthy community and 
c) the role education plays in building and maintaining healthy communities.

Slide 19
Click here to visit the Australian Bureau of Statistics Report where you will learn about the Health and Welfare of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.
Slide 20

In which year did voting become compulsory for all Aboriginal people?

· 1983

· 1967

· 1949   (correct answer)
· 1902

Slide 21

What lake in the Western districts does Aunty Iris talk about?

· Lake Bolac

· Kow Swamp

· Lake Corangamite

· Lake Condah     (correct answer)
Slide 22

What fraction of Victoria’s Aboriginal population lives in metropolitan areas?

· Less than 1/3

· Almost half       (correct answer)
· Three quarters

· 1/10th
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Results 

 Your Score:



100% (30 points)

 Passing Score:


100% (30 points)
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 Congratulations you have completed Module 2.  It is now time to complete your checklist.

 The checklist will allow you to assess your school practice and give you suggested action items to help make your school inclusive of Aboriginal people.

Slide 24
We have an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspective in all curriculum areas

· Yes

· No

Slide 25

Our school curriculum scope and sequence includes mandatory units based on both traditional and contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history and cultures

· Yes

· No

Slide 26

The school has implemented Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies for all students

· Yes

· No

Slide 27

Students have high expectations and are challenged by the curriculum 

· Yes

· No

Slide 28

The school has implemented an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Language program

· Yes

· No

Slide 29

The school has open discussions with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander parents and community members to establish shared expectations of the teaching and learning focus of the classroom

· Yes

· No

Slide 30

Our library includes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander material, and is available to all students

· Yes

· No

Slide 31

Our school provides intensive individual career skills development and counselling for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students

· Yes

· No

Slide 32

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors and themes are well represented in our teaching resources and curriculum implementation

· Yes

· No

Slide 33

Teachers challenge individual students with programs that build on students’ prior knowledge

· Yes

· No

Slide 34

All staff undertake regular Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural training and development

· Yes

· No

Slide 35

We know the traditional land our school is built upon
· Yes

· No

Slide 36

We know the traditional nation, language and local Indigenous groups that inhabited our local area

· Yes

· No

Slide 37

All students study units of work on local history and cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples

· Yes

· No

Slide 38

We participate in Reconciliation Week activities

· Yes

· No

Slide 39

We have invited local Elders to talk to staff about local history and cultures

· Yes

· No

Slide 40
 Thank You

 √ Thank you for completing the checklist.

 To save and print your checklist you will need to:

1) Click on the Generate Checklist Button

2) Type in your name

3) To print – Right Click and then select Save page As

4) Open Page and then Right Click and Print

Slide 41

 Congratulations!  You have successfully completed this module.

 A list of resources that support schools in engaging the Koorie learner and their communities can be found in the Library area.

 To access the Library you will need to close this window.
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