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[bookmark: _Toc86400681][bookmark: _Toc86934912]The Student Scholarships Program 
[bookmark: _Toc86400682][bookmark: _Toc86401647][bookmark: _Toc63941018]The Department of Education and Training (the Department) manages a range of scholarships on behalf of various trusts.
[bookmark: _Toc86400683][bookmark: _Toc86401648]The scholarships are offered to students who are studying in Victoria and who are citizens or permanent residents of Australia. 
[bookmark: _Toc86400684][bookmark: _Toc86401649]Scholarships support students and families to assist with the cost of education and engagement in further study at primary, secondary and tertiary level.  
[bookmark: _Toc86400685][bookmark: _Toc86401650]The scholarships are offered to primary and secondary students. Scholarships are awarded to students who demonstrate: 
· [bookmark: _Toc86400686][bookmark: _Toc86401651]excellent academic achievement
· [bookmark: _Toc86400687][bookmark: _Toc86401652]participation in school and local community activities 
· [bookmark: _Toc86400688][bookmark: _Toc86401653]financial need as determined by the parent or carer receiving a Centrelink income support payment, or the student themselves receiving the Youth Allowance.
Scholarships can help with the cost of education and engaging in further study at primary, secondary and tertiary level, and can be used for things such as: 
· [bookmark: _Toc86400689][bookmark: _Toc86401654]tuition fees, books, equipment
· [bookmark: _Toc86400690][bookmark: _Toc86401655]study supplies, stationery, photocopying
· [bookmark: _Toc86400691][bookmark: _Toc86401656]laptop computers and software.

[bookmark: _Toc86400692][bookmark: _Toc86934913]Who can apply 
Scholarships are available to students enrolled in Years 4-11 and for students enrolled in Year 12 who plan on undertaking tertiary studies.
Applicants must be enrolled in a school in Victoria and must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident. 
Some scholarships are available specifically to Victorian government school students while others are available to students across all sectors (Independent and Catholic).
Many applicants are eligible for a number of scholarships, and as such are encouraged to apply for all scholarships for which they have met the criteria. 

[bookmark: _Toc86400693][bookmark: _Toc86934914]How to apply
Scholarship applications can only be submitted online via the Department’s student scholarships website.
Eligible students must register an account and complete the online application form. 
Students must register with a new username and password each year to apply for scholarships. Applicants are not able to log in with their previous year’s user registration details. 
An email address can be linked to more than one user, however, each student needs to create their own username and password to access the site.
Students must apply for a scholarship for the year level completed during 2021. For example, a student enrolled in Year 8 during 2021 would apply for Year 8 scholarships.
Eligible students only need to complete one application and then click on "Apply for this Scholarship" for all scholarships where the criteria has been met.

[bookmark: _Toc86400694][bookmark: _Toc86934915]Entering school results
Students must record their end of year academic results on the online application form. The results will be verified by school principals.
Victorian schools have the flexibility to determine the format of reports and determine how student progress and achievement and other information in the student report will be displayed (either as a written or a graphic structure).
Because individual schools may record results differently, the following guidance can be used to convert the results:
[bookmark: _Toc86400695][bookmark: _Toc86401660][bookmark: _Toc86934916]Years 4-10
If school reports grade from A to E:
· [bookmark: _Toc86400696][bookmark: _Toc86401661][bookmark: _Toc86934917]A and B convert to "above expected standard"
· [bookmark: _Toc86400697][bookmark: _Toc86401662][bookmark: _Toc86934918]C converts to "expected standard"
· [bookmark: _Toc86400698][bookmark: _Toc86401663][bookmark: _Toc86934919]D and E convert to "below expected standard"
If school reports grade from 5 to 1:
· [bookmark: _Toc86400699][bookmark: _Toc86401664][bookmark: _Toc86934920]5 and 4 convert to "above expected standard"
· [bookmark: _Toc86400700][bookmark: _Toc86401665][bookmark: _Toc86934921]3 converts to "expected standard"
· [bookmark: _Toc86400701][bookmark: _Toc86401666][bookmark: _Toc86934922]1 and 2 convert to "below expected standard"
[bookmark: _Toc86400702][bookmark: _Toc86401667][bookmark: _Toc86934923]Year 11
Victorian school students typically study Units 1 and 2 in Year 11 of the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and Units 3 and 4 are generally completed in Year 12. The Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority’s (VCAA) How VCE Works- Facts page provides useful information about the structure of the VCE.
Students who have undertaken Units 1 and 2, or Victorian Certificate of Advanced Learning (VCAL) subjects should record S (Satisfactory), or N (Non-Satisfactory).
Many schools provide an opportunity for students to undertake Units 3 and 4 or VCAL subjects during Year 11. 
Students who have completed any Unit 3 and 4 subjects in Year 11 should record the subjects and enter the study score for each Unit 3 or Unit 4 subject as determined by the VCAA. 
Year 12
For Unit 3 and 4 subjects, students are formally graded on school-based coursework and external assessments set and marked by the VCAA. Examinations are held between October and November each year. External assessments are usually written, oral, performance or electronic exams. 
[bookmark: _Toc86400703][bookmark: _Toc86401668]Upon receiving their final academic results for the school year, students should include these scores in the application:
· [bookmark: _Toc86400704][bookmark: _Toc86401669]VCAA study score for each VCE Unit 3 or 4 subject
· [bookmark: _Toc86400705]Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory grades for VCAL subjects.
[bookmark: _Toc86934924]Guidance on completing the school and community activities sections
[bookmark: _Toc86400706][bookmark: _Toc86401671][bookmark: _Toc86934925]Some scholarships require students to be involved in school and community activities. This part of the application should be completed by students.
Students are encouraged to provide information about the activities they have undertaken and to explain how these activities have influenced them. For example, students may have improved their learning capabilities or developed new ones like leadership. Participation in these activities may have also helped decide what students want to study in later years or follow as a career. This approach is preferable to simply listing the school and community activities undertaken during the school year.
During the Victorian Government’s COVID-19 restrictions, many students transitioned to remote and flexible learning. As a result, students may not have been able to access face-to-face school and community activities. Students impacted by the COVID-19 disruptions may wish to explain creative ways in which they continued to stay involved in school and community activities, for example via various electronic platforms. 
If students were unable to complete any school and community activities due to the COVID-19 disruptions, they can include details of their previous involvement in school and community activities. For example, students could explain how the skills they developed from their previous involvement in school and community activities helped them support other students during remote and flexible learning, as well as the community.
School activities can include:
· [bookmark: _Toc86400707][bookmark: _Toc86401672][bookmark: _Toc86934926]Being school captain, house captain or on the student council
· [bookmark: _Toc86400708][bookmark: _Toc86401673][bookmark: _Toc86934927]Coaching or mentoring other students
· [bookmark: _Toc86400709][bookmark: _Toc86401674][bookmark: _Toc86934928]Extracurricular activities like sports, music or drama
· [bookmark: _Toc86400710][bookmark: _Toc86401675][bookmark: _Toc86934929]Taking part in fundraising or working bees for the school
· [bookmark: _Toc86400711][bookmark: _Toc86401676][bookmark: _Toc86934930]Awards received 
· [bookmark: _Toc86400712][bookmark: _Toc86401677][bookmark: _Toc86934931]Any other examples of volunteering or being selected for activities that help the school community
Sports carnivals or classroom projects are considered part of the regular school curriculum. Students are encouraged to consider including activities outside the regular curriculum. 
Note: applicants should aim to keep their responses to 200 words as there is a 1000-character limit on the online form

[bookmark: _Toc86400713][bookmark: _Toc86401678]Community activities can include:
· Volunteering (not paid work) for organisations in the wider community such as aged care facilities, sporting clubs or environment protection projects 
· [bookmark: _Toc86400714][bookmark: _Toc86401679][bookmark: _Toc86934932]Being involved in scouts or girl guides
· [bookmark: _Toc86400715][bookmark: _Toc86401680][bookmark: _Toc86934933]Youth advisory groups or arts spaces
· [bookmark: _Toc86400716][bookmark: _Toc86401681][bookmark: _Toc86934934]Fundraising or promoting causes for charity
Students are asked to nominate an individual/reference who can verify their involvement in community activities. The Student Scholarships Team will seek permission from the student before contacting the referee. 
Note: applicants should aim to keep their responses to 200 words as there is a 1000-character limit on the online form

[bookmark: _Toc86400717][bookmark: _Toc86401682][bookmark: _Toc86934935]Tips for filling out the application form
Leave yourself enough time to complete the application
Allow yourself time to complete a thorough application; a good application can take some time to complete, so make sure you pick the best times for when this is possible.
Late applications cannot be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances.
[bookmark: _Toc86400718][bookmark: _Toc86401683][bookmark: _Toc86934936]Apply for as many scholarships for which you are eligible
Make sure you read the criteria requirements for each scholarship and only apply for scholarships for which you are eligible. 
[bookmark: _Toc86400719][bookmark: _Toc86401684][bookmark: _Toc86934937]Let your principal know you are applying
Your principal will need to verify your school results, so it is important that you let them know at the time that you have applied for one or more scholarships.  
[bookmark: _Toc86400720][bookmark: _Toc86401685][bookmark: _Toc86934938]Make sure you have completed all sections in the form
Incomplete applications cannot be accepted.
[bookmark: _Toc86400721][bookmark: _Toc86401686][bookmark: _Toc86934939]Check how long each response should be for school and community activities (maximum of 1000 characters) and keep your responses close to that length.
[bookmark: _Toc86400722][bookmark: _Toc86934940]Get feedback on your application 
[bookmark: _Toc86400723][bookmark: _Toc86401688][bookmark: _Toc86934941]Go over your application with friends, family or someone at the school before you submit your application.
[bookmark: _Toc86400724][bookmark: _Toc86401689][bookmark: _Toc86934942]Submit your application before the deadline
[bookmark: _Toc86400725][bookmark: _Toc86401690][bookmark: _Toc86934943]Applications will close on Monday, 28 February 2022.

[bookmark: _Toc86400726][bookmark: _Toc86934944]Verification of academic results by principals 
[bookmark: _Toc86400727][bookmark: _Toc86401692][bookmark: _Toc86934945]Principals have a key role in finalising student applications by verifying their academic record. For an application to be considered, the year level and academic results for students must be verified by their principal. 
This is done online through the Principal Verification site and must be completed by Tuesday, 1 March 2022. If an application has not been verified by the student’s principal, it cannot progress to the next stage of the evaluation process.	 	

[bookmark: _Toc86934946]Evaluation and selection process
Students are shortlisted based on their academic results and their school and community participation.
The shortlist is provided to a selection panel made up of representatives from the Department, who review the applications and select the successful applicants. 
Successful applicants are notified by June each year.
[bookmark: _Toc86934947]Payment of scholarship funds
Successful applicants will be asked for bank details so that their scholarship payment can be made by an Electronic Funds Transfer directly into their own or their parent or carer’s nominated bank account.  

[bookmark: _Toc86934948]Questions? 
[bookmark: _Toc86934949]If you have any questions, contact details are:
Phone: 03 7022 0099
Email: studentscholarships@education.vic.gov.au	
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