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[bookmark: _Attachment_3:_Outdoor]Daily outdoor surface temperature check
Before children enter the outdoor play space, educators will check the temperature of surfaces and equipment to determine if it is safe for children to play. Surfaces and equipment temperatures can be measured either with an infrared thermometer or by hand, using the ‘touch’ method. 
Any recorded temperature over 50℃ is considered too hot for children to access the equipment or playground space. When using the touch method, keep your hand on a surface for a slow count of 5. If you can comfortably keep your hand on a surface, it is probably safe to allow children to play on equipment (KidSafe Australia, June 2020).
The following check sheet should be completed during the day to record temperatures and decisions about allowing children to access the outdoor playground.
Suggestions for preventing burns and scalds include:
wetting the area to cool the surface
installing shade structures or planting trees around the play area
installing light-coloured surfacing
waiting for a cooler time to use outdoor space.

	Centre Name 
	Date 

	
	          /       /


	Time
	Surface
(rubber, astro turf, sand)
	Play equipment
(slide, swings, climbing frames)
	Guard rails
(metal, wooden)
	Steps
(metal, plastic, wooden)
	Metal poles
(supports for shade sails, equipment)
	Concrete
	Decision 
to allow children 
to play
	Educator initial

	10:00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12:00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2:00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4:00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Legend
If using an infrared thermometer, record the temperature at each location and the final decision about whether children were allowed access to play equipment.
If using a ‘touch’ method, use a symbol – such as a tick (for OK to play on) or a cross (for too hot). 
Use this sheet in conjunction with the ELV Sun Protection Policy and Procedure. 
Source: ELV Sun Protection Policy and Procedure  
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