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Child Safety in Early Childhood Education and Care Services in Victoria
Information for placement students
A high-quality placement experience is an important part of your studies. It is an opportunity to
· gain real-world experience in an early childhood education and care (ECEC) service
· build the practical skills needed to become an effective early childhood professional
· understand your role in creating safe and supportive learning environments for children.

Understanding child safety during placement 
When you undertake a placement in an early childhood education and care (ECEC) service, it’s important to learn about the service’s policies and procedures, including how to keep children safe.
During your placement induction, ask your placement mentor or supervisor to explain how the service creates a child safe environment and what is expected of you as a student. Each service has policies and procedures that explain how they keep children safe. Child safety policies may differ between services so make sure you understand the child safety policies and procedures of each service you complete a placement with. 
You can also ask a service ahead of your placement for a copy of the service’s Child Safety and Wellbeing policy or Code of Conduct. To understand the service’s child safety obligations, see The 11 Child Safe Standards.
Reporting child safety concerns 
Child safety is everyone’s responsibility. If you have any concerns related to the safety or wellbeing of children or families at the service, if suitable, first talk to your placement mentor, supervisor or the centre manager. This includes if you see or hear something that poses a risk to children during your placement. 
If you can't raise concerns with the service, see Report child abuse in early childhood for guidance and actions you or the service staff may take when responding to an incident, disclosure, or suspicion of child abuse. Also see Mandatory reporting for requirements that apply to staff at your service if they have a reasonable belief of child abuse. 
Restrictions on the use of personal electronic devices
From 26 September 2025, you cannot use personal electronic devices in ECEC services when providing education and care and working directly with children on your placement. Services will provide a secure location for you to store your personal electronic device. Restricted devices include personal electronic devices that can take images or videos, and personal storage and file transfer media. For example: 
· phones
· tablets
· digital cameras
· smart watches with camera/recording functionality
· wearables, such as camera glasses
· SD cards, USB drive and hard drives.
When you are not working directly with children, you can use your personal electronic device. This may include while taking a scheduled break, such as a lunch or tea break, during planning time or other activities such as placement assessments or meetings with your mentor or supervisor. 
If you need to take photos as part of your placement, the service will need to provide you with a service-issued device to use. Your tertiary education provider will communicate these requirements, and your placement mentor or supervisor will outline what their process is, if required.
Services can also authorise the use of personal electronic devices for essential purposes, such as personal health requirements, disability and family necessity. Speak to your mentor or supervisor if you have circumstances that require you to use your personal electronic device. 
See Child safe practices for digital technologies and personal electronic devices for more information about how the restrictions apply.

Information correct as of November 2025. For further updates, visit Understand your obligations to protect children | vic.gov.au
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