FACT SHEET
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YEARS MANAGEMENT

Will all kindergartens be required to join
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The change from KCM to EYM will reflect the broader
role of KCM organisations to deliver integrated early
years services such as occasional care, long day care
and maternal and child health services.
The EYM Policy Framework and supporting EYM
Kindergarten

Operating

Guidelines

have

been

introduced to replace the 2009 Kindergarten Cluster
Management Policy Framework.

 Children benefit from high quality, inclusive services

provided by professionals who are well supported
adopt

contemporary,

evidence-based

practices.
 Parents can focus their involvement on supporting

their children’s learning free of the compliance,
industrial, financial and operational obligations that
are required of approved early childhood service
providers.
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work, as well as creating career pathways and
professional development opportunities that align
with their aspirations.

The new policy sets out the expectations for the EYM
system. Although there will be changes for some EYM
organisations and services, most will only need to
make minimal changes to align with the policy.
Following feedback from the sector we have added
more detail in the new EYM policy and guidelines. By
clearly articulating the roles and responsibilities of
each partner in EYM, the policy and guidelines will be
a valuable resource for:
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When will the EYM Policy Framework be
implemented?
The EYM Policy Framework will be implemented over
the next 18 months. The Department will work closely
with the sector to ensure EYM organisations and
parent committees have time to plan for and
progressively implement the new policy requirements
across their services.
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planning kindergarten services in the municipality

What’s the difference between the
policy and the guidelines?
The policy sets out the overall parameters of EYM in
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on matters such as the kindergarten program and
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about how the system works and is more like an
operating manual for EYM

 Organisations need to have three community

based kindergarten services to become an EYM
organisation. These services may be in a local area,
or may represent a particular community, such as
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families.
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development of EYM?
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Where can I go for further information?

KCMs, and central and regional Department staff.

For further information please visit the Department of
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The Department will continue to work with the KCM
Reference Group to support the implementation of
the EYM Policy Framework.

