The 12 to 18 Project:
A qualitative longitudinal study of young people and secondary schools

The 12 to 18 Project (1994-2001) was a qualitative longitudinal study which followed young people from different backgrounds at four different schools from the end of primary school (age 12) to the first phase of their post-school life (age 18). It was funded by the Australian Research Council, with further support from Deakin and La Trobe universities, and University of Technology Sydney. The Project was led by Lyn Yates and Julie McLeod. The project was interested in ‘self, school and future’, including: inequalities and the development of the identities and aspirations of young people over the period of secondary school in Australia today, and in the ways particular schools form values and self-understandings of the young people who attend them. 
Current contact details:

Professor Lyn Yates, Faculty of Education, University of Melbourne, Vic 3010.

l.yates@unimelb.edu.au
Dr Julie McLeod, Faculty of Education, Deakin University, Burwood Campus, Vic 3168.

jemcleod@deakin.edu.au
Selected Publications:

In 2006 a major book on the project was published by State University of New York Press:

McLeod and Yates, Making Modern Lives: subjectivity, schooling and social change. And this can be ordered through bookstores or online. In mid 2007, ACSA (Australian Curriculum Studies Association http://www.acsa.edu.au ) is to publish a book on the project (Yates and McLeod, Self, School and Future: a qualitative longitudinal study of Australian students and secondary schooling) which is a more direct report on the findings and student voices in the project, and is particularly designed for  professional audiences.  We have also written many articles about particular aspects of the project that can be readily accessed through libraries or online:
On the setting up of the project, and what we were trying to do, see: 

Yates, Lyn & McLeod, Julie, (1996)

'"And how would you describe yourself?" Researchers and researched in the first stages of a longitudinal research project', Australian Journal of Education, 40 (1), 88-103.

McLeod, Julie (1998) 

‘Researching Young People Today: patterns and points of difference’, Changing Education, 5 (3 and 4), 1-8.

McLeod, Julie, (2000)

‘Metaphors of the Self: Searching for young people’s identity through interviews’, in Julie McLeod and Karen Malone (eds.) Researching Youth, Australian Clearinghouse for Youth Studies, Hobart.

On pathways and school effects on values as well as outcomes:

McLeod, Julie & Yates, Lyn  (1998)

‘How young people think about self, work and futures’, Family Matters, 49, 28-33

Yates, Lyn, and McLeod, Julie (2000),

‘Social Justice and the Middle’, Australian Educational Researcher, special issue on social justice  Vol. 27 (3), pp. 59-77.

Yates, Lyn (2001)
 ‘Selves, social factors, school sites and the tricky issue of ‘school effects’’, Change: Transformations in Education, Vol 4 (2), November,  15-29. 
Yates, Lyn (2005) ‘What can schools do? Knowledge, social identities and the changing world’
Curriculum Leadership Journal 
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Yates, Lyn and Julie McLeod, (2006) ‘How schooling, and particular schools, make a difference’, Idiom, Journal of the Victorian Association for the Teaching of English, 42 (1), pp.7-14. 

on the year 7 ‘transition’:

Yates, Lyn, (1999) 

‘Transitions and the year 7 experience: a report from the 12 to 18 project’, Australian Journal of Education , 43, (1), 24-41.

On gender issues:

McLeod, Julie  (1997)

What do we mean by ‘the construction of gender’? Some answers from a longitudinal, qualitative study of secondary school students, Deakin Centre for Education & Change Working Papers, Deakin University, Geelong.
Yates, Lyn (1997)

'Gender equity and the boys debate: what sort of challenge is it?', British Journal of Sociology of Education, 18 (3), 337 – 347.

McLeod, Julie, (1998) 

‘Reforms, response and reality: gender, schooling and feminism’ in Jennifer Allen, (ed.), Sociology of Education: Possibilities and Practices, Social Sciences Press, Katoomba, pp.141-167.
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‘”The facts of the case”: gender equity for boys as a public policy issue’, in N. Lesko (ed.), Masculinities at School , Sage, Thousand Oaks

McLeod, Julie (2001) 

‘Different but equal? Gender and educational reform’, in Sociology of Education: Possibilities and Practices, Jennifer Allen (ed.)  2nd edition, Social Sciences Press, Katoomba (NSW).

On how young people talk about race, ethnicity and identity:

McLeod, Julie and Yates, Lyn (2003)

‘Who is “us”?: Students negotiating discourses of racism and national identification’,  in Race, Ethnicity and Education (UK) 6 (1) 29-49.

On why social class is still relevant:

Yates, Lyn, (2000)

‘Representing ‘class’ in qualitative research’ in Julie McLeod and Karen Malone (eds.) Researching Youth, Australian Clearinghouse for Youth Studies, Hobart.

On friendship:

McLeod, Julie, (1998)

‘Friendship, schooling and gender identity work’, Deakin Centre for Education and Change Working Papers,  Deakin University, Geelong.

McLeod, Julie (2002),

‘Working out intimacy: Young people and friendship in an age of reflexivity’, Discourse: studies in the cultural politics of education vol.23, no.2, pp.211-226. 
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