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Background

Throughout 2022, more than 3,000 people participated

in over 180 Campfire Conversations across Victoria,
bringing together Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities and schools to listen, share and connect about
the possibilities and opportunities for strengthening self-
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Campfire Conversations. Each statement represents a key
message that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young
people want schools, teachers and other students to hear
and understand, in order to make schools welcoming, safe
and empowering.
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Possum skin cloaks were once an everyday item for Aboriginal communities in parts of Victoria. Each person had their own unique cloak from the time they were born. As they grew older, they would hunt possums and continue to
add more pelts to their cloaks. With each new pelt they would add artwork that represented their life and their community. There would be images of the country, totems and other markers of their identity.



