Transcript:

Angela Crocombe: “So from nine upwards or maybe a bit younger if kids are really into reading, they can start reading thicker books with more complexity, more characters in them and it’s really good at this stage to help them to read widely and not just get stuck in any one genre, to read fantasy, to read realist stories, to read all sorts of things so that they can really get a love of all sorts of books so that they don’t think there’s only one kind of book for them. 
“Of course Andy Griffiths needs no introduction, his books are amazing and they’ve got so many kids reading, they are just hilarious and very silly but a lot of fun and kids just love them. 
“Jacqueline Harvey is great; she’s got the Clementine Rose and Alice-Miranda series.  They are really popular with girls. 
“Morris Gleitzman is a genius.  This is his latest book loyal creatures, which is about the light horses man and their horses that went over to World War One and what happened to them. It follows the story of one boy and his horse. 
“Tom Gates also very popular and Phyllis Wong if you’re into magic, there’s lots of amazing magic stories and stories about magicians that kids really love. 
At Readings we have started a children’s book prize to highlight up and coming Australian authors, so they are authors who have only had a few books under their belt but we think that they are really amazing authors that have a lot to offer kids. These books we’ve chosen are all for around 9-12 year olds and we think they’re brilliant, we’ve read them all ourselves.

“Any Flegg is great, Jamie Reign lots of martial arts in there for kids who like that, Smooch and Rose is about a young girl who rescues a koala, so great for the budding environmentalist and this one here Song for a Scarlet Runner was our winner this year and this is an incredible fantasy story about a young girl who is an orphan and who has to run away and has all sorts of incredible adventures. It’s a really engaging fast paced, beautifully drawn characters, feels very alive, an amazing world that she’s created, so I strongly recommend that one as well. 
“Keep reading, enjoy the Vic Premiers’ Reading Challenge. Find that special book that opens the door to a magical world. Thank you.”
