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Flow of Energy in Ecosystems

The chemical elements that make up the
molecules of living things pass through food
webs and are combined and recombined in
different ways. At each link in a food web,
some energy is stored in newly made
structures but much is dissipated into the
environment as heat. Continual input of
energy from sunlight keeps the process going.
® Energy

Different energy levels are
associated with different
configurations of atoms in
molecules. Some changes of
configuration require a net
input of energy, others cause
a net release.

®) Chemical Reactions

® Energy producing &
consuming reactions

Atoms may stick together in
well defined molecules, or
may be packed together in
large arrays. Different

Food provides molecules that
serve as fuel and building
material for all organisms.
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From food, people
obtain energy and
materials for body

repair and growth.
&) Flow of Matter

Some source of /

“energy” is needed
for all organisms to
stay alive and grow.
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