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France and French-
speaking countries

So you think you
don’t speak French?

France has a rich cultural history. Its lifestyle,

French is one of the most widely used languages in
the world. There are forty-nine countries throughout
the world that either use French as their official,
second or priority language. This represents one
quarter of the world's nations.

An estimated 120.million students throughout
the world study French, making it the most widely
taught second language after English. French is
widely taught in Asia and is the official language
of many of Australia’s nearest Pacific neighbours,
including New Caledonia, which is only two hours
flying/time from Sydney.
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Australians adore shopping in chic boutiques. We
go to the theatre and even to the Grand Prix! We
cook casseroles but we prefer eating in
restaurants or cafes where, we might choose

a croissant, a quiche or even an omelette with
champignons from the menu. We sometimes
rendezvous with friends to go to a Zennis
tournament. We go to school fetes and concerts.
Our houses and apartments sometimes have
ensuite bathrooms and a garage and are situated
in an avenue, boulevard, or cul-de-sac. We send
aerogrammes and letters par avion to overseas
friends and we wish travellers bon voyage.

We are governed by a parliament, and the
winning football team are premiers.

QULD YOU READ THIS?
e above paragraph includes many words that

have come into English through French.
Look at the list on the left!

English and French have the same alphabet,
share the majority of sounds and have a similar
sentence structure. More than 20000 English
words have their origins in French. In fact English
speakers already know about 55 per cent of
French words. Likewise, many English words have
found their way into the French language. Most
Australians do not realise just how much they
already know when they start learning French!

art, food, wine, fashion, sporting events,
architecture and scenic beauty attract some
70 million tourists each year.

French is an official language of the United
Nations and of more than fifty international
organisations such as the Red Cross, UNESCO,
Médecins sans frontiéres and the International
Telecommunications Union, providing a range
of employment opportunities for speakers of
French.

French, with English, is one of the two
official languages of the Olympic Games.

All announcements and documentation are
presented in both languages.

France is a leader in science and technology,
having produced many inventions essential to
the modern world in such areas as photography
and cinema, space, aviation and transport
technology, physics and medicine.

Knowledge of the French language can open
doors to a wide range of employment possibilities
mercial, educational, scientific,
omotive and hospitality fields.
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