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Teachers' notes

Time
One hour
Purpose
Identify different approaches to solving problems.

Rationale

As students follow their career development journey, they will meet a variety of problems that they need to solve as they make choices and when they enter the paid workforce. These activities are designed to give them different approaches and strategies for solving issues as they arise.
Activities

1. Introduce the area of problem solving to the students.

2. Divide the class into two groups and give each group a different version of the Zandra Zero scenarios.

3. After 15 minutes, get representatives from each group to report back to the class.

4. Compare the number and quality of the responses.

5. Distribute the Finding connections handout to the students. Get students to make connections between two careers by finding something they have in common, or a link between them.
6. Get students to make up a story that connects as many of the occupations listed as possible in a realistic way.
Resources

· One copy of one version of the Zandra Zero scenarios for each group of students (one page)
· One copy of the Finding connections handout for each student (one page)
Victorian Essential Learnings (VELS)

Level 5 and 6

	Strand
	Domain
	Dimension

	Physical, Personal and Social Learning
	Interpersonal Development
	Working in teams

	
	Personal Learning
	The individual learner

Managing personal learning

	Discipline-based Learning 
	The Humanities – Economics 
	Knowledge and understanding

	Interdisciplinary Learning 
	Communication
	Listening, viewing and responding

Presenting

	
	Thinking Processes
	Reflection, evaluation and metacognition


Zandra Zero

Zandra, your really annoying and bossy boss, has invented a new soft drink and wants to name it after herself!
In teams work out this problem.

Zandra the Director of R & D wants to name her new 
soft drink “Zandra Zero”. Fifteen minutes from now, 
a representative from your team will need to present Zandra with a short report that will convince her to use 
a better name. Your team needs to invent about three new cola names and then present a report for Zandra.
Zandra Zero

Zandra, your really annoying and bossy boss, has invented a new soft drink and wants to name it after herself! 

In teams work out this problem.

Zandra the Director of R & D wants to name her new 
soft drink, “Zandra Zero”. Fifteen minutes from now, 
a representative from your team will need to present Zandra with a short report that will convince her to use 
a better name. Your team needs to invent as many 
new cola names as possible and then present a report for Zandra.

Finding connections

Find as many ways as you can to connect or link one career with another by finding either something they have in common, or a link between them.

Politician
Mechanic

Public relations officer
Real estate agent

Security officer
Professional wrestler

Bank manager
Nurse

Plumber
Musician

Veterinarian
Stage designer

Aeronautical engineer
Geologist

Chef
Computer technician
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Year level


Year 7, 8, 9, 10


VELS


Level 5 & 6
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