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Module 3 Understanding Learners

Slide 1 – Launch & Cultural Warning

The following content will contain the history and life stories of many Aboriginal men and women that were affected by government policies in Australia.  The information following could not have been provided without recognising their involvement and existence in Aboriginal Victorian life and communities.  In some Aboriginal communities seeing the names of dead people may cause sadness and distress, particularly to relatives of the deceased.  Aboriginal people are warned that names and voices of dead people may be found on these pages.

Slide 2

The Department aims to support schools, teachers and education support staff to be culturally inclusive of Indigenous students.

The following modules will provide advice, process and practical solutions as to what teachers should know and be able to do in order to teach Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and to teach all students about Aboriginal languages, history and culture.

In the context of this course we will be referring to Aboriginal Victorians as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, Koories and Indigenous.
Slide 3

Understanding Indigenous learners requires teachers to individualise learning plans for all Victorian Koorie kids.  

Teachers are also required to build and maintain relationships with their local communities in order to localize learning that connects to and understands your Koorie students.

Slide 4

The following digital stories are about Koorie learners with Boonwurrung Elder Aunty Carolyn Briggs and their recording of A Day on the Bay.  
As a teacher you should think about how you can take learning outside of the classroom and see what opportunities exist in your own local community to work with Victorian Aboriginal people.

Click here to watch these stories created by a group of year eight students from Thornbury High School.
Slide 5
This video is an arts project that uses Victorian Aboriginal kids’ identities, the arts, history and geography to celebrate contemporary expressions of Victorian Aboriginal identities.  The strength of this learning is that the schools have worked with Aboriginal organisations, students and their families to produce as assessment model, an art opening that can be used to report on other areas of the curriculum.

Slide 6
Below are four case studies of schools working with local Victorian Aboriginal communities, their educational representatives, Aboriginal students and their families.  These cases are not exhaustive but what they give is teachers and schools possible models of improving student retention, engaging in study skills in cultural spaces, welcoming parents and other community members and working on a local community-based level with Victorian Indigenous education goals.

Case 1. 
This is concerned with the low rate of completion of Indigenous students in the Mildura area.  This case exemplifies the importance of local relationships with Aboriginal education and service provider workers, the LAECG, and corporate sponsors.  

Case 2. 
This is concerned with Manega Annexe in Shepparton and building Indigenous-specific learning programs within a whole-school approach.  

Case 3. 
This is concerned with how to include Indigenous peoples and perspectives within school practice.

Case 4. 
This is concerned with providing students with opportunities outside of school hours to connect and engage with other Indigenous learners, Aboriginal educators and family members in a safe cultural space.
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The Wannik Education strategy requires that each Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) student in Victoria be on a Wannik Individual Educaton Plan (IEP).

(voice over and text)  All teachers are required to complete an individual learning plan for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in their classes.  This link will guide you to this process and Departmental education workers who can help you.

The button below will connect you to the Koorie Education Learning Plan website.
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In the Mildura initiative to boosting retention, the major corporate partner was

· Coke-a-Cola

· Cadbury


correct answer

· Coles

· Kleenex tissues
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Bunjilaka is a part of 

· Melbourne Museum


correct answer

· Shepparton Cultural Centre

· The University of Melbourne

· Koorie Heritage Trust
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A KELP is

· Koorie Elders Lunch Program

· Koorie Education Learning Plan

correct answer
· Koorie Engagement Learning Program

· Koorie Employment and Language Program
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Results 

Your Score:



100% (30 points)

Passing Score:


100% (30 points)
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Congratulations you have completed Module 3.  It is now time to complete your checklist.

The checklist will allow you to assess your school practice and give you suggested action items to help make your school inclusive of Aboriginal people.

Slide 13

The school has engaged the local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to provide local role models and mentors for students 

· Yes

· No

Slide 14

Classroom teachers meet with their Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students’ parents

· Yes

· No

Slide 15

Parent meetings with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander parents are held off the school site if requested

· Yes

· No

Slide 16

The school is involved in activities within the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 

· Yes

· No

Slide 17

We track the literacy and numeracy outcomes of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander students

· Yes

· No

Slide 18

We use a wide range of culturally diverse and appropriate Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander teaching and learning materials

· Yes

· No

Slide 19

Teachers know who their Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students are, and understand the importance of their identity and family connections

· Yes

· No

Slide 20

Teachers are aware of the individual learning needs and strengths of their Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and demonstrate this in their planning and teaching strategies

· Yes

· No
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They have developed a variety of teaching strategies in order to give students access to other learning styles

· Yes

· No

Slide 22

Our school is providing appropriate literacy support that will result in accelerated outcomes for individual Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students

· Yes

· No

Slide 23

We have individual learning programs for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students
· Yes

· No

Slide 24

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students are represented in our Gifted and Talented programs

· Yes

· No

Slide 25

Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students have equal access to the Reading Recovery program

· Yes

· No
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We run a series of transition programs for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students. For example, Pre-school–School, Years 2–3, Years 6–7, Years 10–12

· Yes

· No

Slide 27

 Teachers develop appropriate programs of work adapted to meet the individual needs of students

· Yes

· No
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education issues are regular items on our staff meeting agenda

· Yes

· No
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We have a specific targeted engagement program in place for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students that can be measured through improved attendance

· Yes

· No
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We provide leadership opportunities for our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

· Yes

· No

Slide 31

 We track our mobile/transient students and provide receiving schools with appropriate information to ensure continuity of education programs

· Yes

· No
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We have narrowed the achievement gap between Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander students and non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in literacy and numeracy

· Yes

· No
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We have visited the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Programs Unit website(state and sector-based)

· Yes

· No

Slide 34

The school has a Health and Wellbeing Education Committee with representation from parents and other relevant community members such as Aboriginal Police Liaison Officers, local Elders and Aboriginal Health Workers

· Yes

· No

Slide 35
Thank You

Thank you for completing the checklist.

To save and print your checklist you will need to:

1) Click on the Generate Checklist Button

2) Type in your name

3) To print – Right Click and then select Save page As

4) Open Page and then Right Click and Print

Slide 36

Congratulations!  You have successfully completed this module.

A list of resources that support schools in engaging the Koorie learner and their communities can be found in the Library area.

To access the Library you will need to close this window.
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