Reporting on the death of an animal or unexpected adverse events
Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes 8th edition (2013)
An unexpected adverse event in a teaching activity using animals is anything that happens that meets both the following criteria:

Unexpected
-  an event not as described in the approved proposal or subsequent documents 


   submitted to VSAEC

Adverse
-  not in the best interests of the animal 

Notifying VSAEC of the death of an animal or of unexpected adverse events is a requirement of the Code.  
2.5.12
Records of animal monitoring must be sufficient to enable the AEC to verify that the wellbeing of animals has been monitored, and allow review and critical investigation of the cause(s) of and responses to unexpected adverse events as a basis for future prevention strategies.

2.5.15 
The facility manager, with support as required from the institution and other staff members, and advice from veterinarians, must ensure that reports are provided to the AEC in accordance with AEC and institutional policies and procedures, including prompt notification of unexpected adverse events relating to animals for which the facility manager is responsible 

2.2.32
Institutions, in consultation with the AEC, must develop documentation for follow-up review of an approved project or activity at scheduled times and when circumstances trigger additional follow-up review, including unexpected adverse events; reporting on an approved project or activity that has been completed or discontinued.

3.1.25
When an animal dies unexpectedly, or is humanely killed due to unforeseen complications, a necropsy should be performed by a competent person.

Reporting these events assist VSAEC to monitor activities.  It also encourages teachers to investigate the cause/s of the event and provides a basis for future prevention strategies to improve animal welfare and activity outcomes.
What information is required?

The Code does not indicate what information should be provided in an unexpected adverse event or death of an animal report to VSAEC.

However, VSAEC recommends that the following information be provided:

· The nature of the event

· The actual and potential impacts of the event on animal welfare

· The death of any animal(s)

· How the event and welfare of the animals has been dealt with

· Changes implemented for future monitoring of the activity and welfare of animals involved

· The actual and potential impacts of the event on the aims and outcomes of the activity

· A post-mortem should be performed by a person with appropriate qualifications and/or experience, particularly where circumstances suggest this may prevent further adverse outcomes.
When do I notify VSAEC?

The Code requires ‘prompt’ notification. Severe events and events that have implications for current activities should be reported as soon as possible, preferably within 5 working days.
All the information for a detailed report may not be known ‘promptly’.  Consideration should be given to providing a brief ‘prompt’ notification to VSAEC and advising them that a more detailed report will be provided later.

School Guidelines:

Schools are advised to contact VSAEC via email as soon as practicable after the event stating what it was, how it was managed and by whom, and what the outcome was.  

All reports on adverse events with animals, including death, are to be filed in school records.
Serious adverse events involving animals should be reported to the appropriate authorities (e.g.: DPI, DSE, Local Council, RSPCA Inspectorate, and Police) and where possible, results of formal investigations be provided and knowledge of actions undertaken to prevent recurrence.
It is important to include the relevant data on the Completion Advice in the event of the death of an animal.

The following template may be of assistance:
Register of Adverse Event involving School Animals

Activity Approval No:


Activity Title:





SPPL:


�School Name:





School Phone:





Responsible Supervising Staff Member:





Date�
Animal Species�
Description of:


Major illness


Injury


Unexplained death


Incident


Complaint/grievance�
Description of Action/s Taken�
�
�






�
�
�
�
�






�
�
�
�
If appropriate:


Number of animal deaths:


Name and Contact details of Vet:





Any further additional information:





























NB: 	This information must be filed in school records.


	All adverse events must be reported to VSAEC.


	Serious adverse events should be reported to the appropriate authorities. 
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