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DHHS / ACAC (VACCA), contracted CSO’s ACCO’s of Alliance
Identification and enrolment
Fortnightly notification to Local Government contact of children entering OOHC
Case Manager to provide relevant, up-to-date and accurate information about children entering OOHC to assist Local Government contact to identify appropriate MCH/ECEC services
Case Manager to include in the child’s case plan presentation to, enrolment in, and attendance at MCH/ECEC services; arranged in partnership with the Local Government contact
Ongoing engagement, assessments and referrals
Case Manager to work with the carer and Local Government contact to ensure ongoing participation in services
Case Manager, in partnership with Local Government contact, to maintain case plan with details of MCH/ECEC enrolments and attendance
In accordance with case plan CP worker and carer to ensure child’s attendance at ECEC service and MCH Key ages and stages visits
Support for transitions
Case Manager to ensure a transition plan has been developed in conjunction with the school
Support child with transition points including changing placements and/or changing ECEC services
DET
Identification and enrolment
Regional contact to support Local Government in gaining access to local ECEC and other services when problems arise
Regional contact to proactively work with case manager/carer to assist access to targeted supports and subsidies (for example, Early Start Kindergarten, Kindergarten Fee Subsidy, Kindergarten Inclusion Support packages and Early Childhood Intervention Services)
Regional contact to provide advice/resources to ECEC services, local councils and DHHS (at appropriate senior level) to support participation of children, including trauma-informed practice
Ongoing engagement, assessments and referrals
Support funded kindergarten providers to plan use of School Readiness Funding, including benefits for children in OOHC
Regional contact to ensure follow-up so a child who leaves OOHC before the age of three is offered Early Start Kindergarten
Support for transitions
Support the Transition: A Positive Start to School initiative through resources including Professional Learning Workshops for new early childhood educators (including OSHC) and new to teaching Foundation school teachers
Local Government Contact / Maternal Child Health (MCH)
Identification and enrolment
Local Government contact to facilitate access to and enrolment in appropriate local MCH/ECEC services (kindergarten, long day care, family day care, occasional care and supported playgroups)
Local Government contact to facilitate transfer of MCH enrolment data as appropriate (e.g. change in status/location of child)
Local Government contact to facilitate access to Enhanced MCH program if family does not engage with the Universal MCH program
Ongoing engagement, assessments and referrals
Local Government contact to ensure MCH Key ages and stages visits and immunisations are up-to date for age of child. Where appropriate make referrals to specialist health services
Local Government contact to work with case manager to ensure that carers have access to information on local MCH/ECEC services
Support for transitions
Local Government and MCH to ensure assessments carried out and referrals to specialist health services are organised as required
Kindergarten / ECEC Services (represented by MAV, ELAA & CCC)
Identification and enrolment
Service providers to take all reasonable steps to make an ECEC place available (including where usual enrolment processes cannot be followed) and where the child is three or more years of age ensure they access Early Start Kindergarten or the Early Start Kindergarten Extension Grant
Service providers to take all reasonable steps to make a place available at the same ECEC service if a child later returns to care in the same area
Ongoing engagement, assessments and referrals
Service providers to provide inclusive and culturally appropriate environment and practices, responsive to each child’s needs
Service providers to work with carers to support ongoing participation and engagement in ECEC service, to make appropriate referrals to specialist services as required and to promote a stimulating home learning environment
Support for transitions
Develop and regularly review learning and development plans, and complete Transition Learning and Development Statements
The Centre for Excellence for Child and Family Welfare (Additional non partner peak groups providing support to carers – Kinship Carers Victoria, Foster Care Association of Victoria and Permanent Care and Adoptive Families)
Identification and enrolment
Carers to support the child’s enrolment and attendance in MCH and ECEC services
The Centre and CSO’s to educate carers on the importance of ECEC services and supports and subsidies available including the role of Local Government under this Agreement
Carers to contact services for timely enrolment
Carers to contact their Local Government for information and support where needed
The Centre to work with CSO’s to build workforce capability
The Centre to provide information and training on Looked After Children to practitioners
Ongoing engagement, assessments and referrals
The Centre to raise awareness of conditions that support/hinder access to participation
Carers and CSO’s to support children in settling into new learning environments
In accordance with case plan Child Protection worker and carer ensure child’s attendance at ECEC service and MCH Key ages and stages visits, immunisations and other specialist services child may be referred to
Support for transitions
Carers to attend regular meetings with ECEC services, including child’s kindergarten service, to understand progress on learning and development
