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• Birth Registration - It’s the law

• Our role

• Birth statistics

• Why register?

• How we register?

• Birth Registration Statement Online

• Your key role 

Overview



The Births, Death and 
Marriages Registrations 
Act 1996 requires both 
parents to register the 
birth of their child 

within 60 days of 

birth.

It’s the law



BDM has recorded in perpetuity the births, deaths, 
marriages, relationships and adoptions of people in 
Victoria.

Also:

• changes of name 

• donors and surrogacy 

• changed sex 

• certificates 

• statistical data

Our role

Since 1853



Birth Statistics

2013

• 78,328 babies born in Victoria in 
2013

• ~4% (nearly 2,903) remain 
unregistered 

• Over 110,000 birth certificates 
issued



1. Creates the child’s identity

2. A birth certificate enables:
- childcare / preschool / school enrolment
- Medicare
- government benefits
- passport
- drivers licence.

3. Full participation in society and the economy. 

Planning, funding and research for state health, education,  
welfare, cultural services is determined by birth statistics.  
Be counted for future services.

Why register?



How we register?

Hospital / midwife notifies 

us of birth within 21 days
Parents register 

birth within 60 days

BDM evaluates and 

registers



Parents register via Birth Registration Statement



Online birth registration on its way











During Maternal and Child Health Visits:

– Child and family health is number 1 priority

– Another priority is ensuring parents register their child

You are the only direct contact with nearly 100% of 
parents once they leave hospital. 

We rely on you to remind parents.

Your key role



Maternal and Child Health Visits

- 2 week visit

- 4 week visit

- 8 week visit

Birth registration reminders in Health 
and Development Record



Maternal and Child Health Visits



Please prompt parents: 

Have you registered your child’s 
birth with Births, Deaths and 
Marriages?

It gives your child an official identity 
and allows you to obtain a birth 
certificate.

Maternal and Child Health Visits



Koori Births

• Why identify as a Koori or Torres Strait Islander?

Greater access to benefits, health, schools, Abstudy

• Indigenous Access Fund

Assistance with the cost of a certificate – concession 

card eligibility 



Standard birth certificate



Commemorative birth certificate



Baby names

Top 5 birth names registered 2013

Girls Boys

Charlotte William

Ava Jack

Olivia Oliver

Mia Ethan

Emily Thomas



Recap

• Both parents must register the birth of their child within 60 days of birth
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Recap

• Both parents must register the birth of their child within 60 days of birth

• Ask parents if they have registered their child at their first health visits

• Registration enables their child to get a birth certificate & access services

• Registration of the child allows the State to plan services for citizens

• Online Registration by parents will be possible by mid year



Contacts

Email bdmbirths@justice.vic.gov.au

Web www.bdm.vic.gov.au

Call 1300 369 367



Questions?


