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In 2014, 63,391 parents of Prep children completed a School Entrant Health Questionnaire (SEHQ). This was 85 per cent of all Prep enrolments (across all sectors); with slightly higher response rates in Government schools (88 per cent).
While the demographic characteristics of children beginning school tend to be stable, there was a slight increase in 2014 of children born outside Australia, and with a language other than English.
Major parental concerns

In 2014, the most common concerns that parents indicated were for their child‘s development, oral health and speech (one in seven parents had a concern).
One in eleven parents were concerned with their child‘s behaviour. Development, speech and behavioural issues are linked to poorer future educational outcomes1. 
At risk groups
Children are acknowledged as being in a population ‘at risk’ if they have one or more of the following characteristics: a language background other than English; are of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin; live in a one-parent family; and/or live in an area of most socio-economic disadvantage. Parental concerns are often higher in ‘at risk’ groups, as shown below.
Language background other than English
Parents of children with a language background other than English (LBOTE) report higher levels of concern across all areas except for speech.
The largest difference compared with non-LBOTE children is in oral health (where one in five parents of LBOTE children expressed concern); and weight, where one in eight parents perceived their child to be under- or over-weight.

Aboriginal children
The top four issues of concern are higher for Aboriginal children. One in four parents of Aboriginal children are concerned with their child‘s speech or oral health (compared to one in seven for non-Aboriginal children).
One in five parents of Aboriginal children cited concerns with their child‘s development or behaviour.
Parents of Aboriginal children are five times more likely to express concern about their child‘s vision and weight, and six times more likely to rate their child‘s general health as fair or poor.

Children who live in one-parent families
Single parents expressed higher rates of concern across all issues listed. Children who live with one parent are more than twice as likely to have behavioural issues (based on parent‘s perception) than children who live with both parents.
One in five sinlge parents cited concerns with their child‘s development, oral health and speech (compared with one in seven couple parents).

Disadvantage – in the SEHQ statewide report, results are reported for children living in areas of most socio-economic disadvantage, with comparison against children living in areas of least disadvantage. Another perspective of disadvantage is provided via Health Care Card. Research has shown that children listed on a Health Care Card are almost three times more likely to have poorer wellbeing at Prep2.
Children listed on a Health Care Card
Children who are listed on a Health Care Card have higher rates of parental concern across the seven areas listed.
One in five parents (whose child is listed on a Health Care Card) expressed concerns about their child‘s development, oral health and speech (compared with one in eight where there is no Health Care Card).
Behavioural issues are three times more likely in children listed on a Health Care Card.

About the SEHQ
The School Entrant Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) is completed by around 60,000 parents/guardians  annually. Although initally designed as a clinical tool to inform nurse practice, the data gained from the SEHQ provides an evidence base for health and education policy as it identifies those children who are at risk of poorer outcomes.
The SEHQ provides vital data on health, safety, development, learning and wellebing of young children and is a major component of the Victorian Child and Adolescent Monitoring System (VCAMS). It also contributes to measuring what matters in the Department of Education and Training Outcomes Framework.
Statewide SEHQ results and results by local government area can be found at: SEHQ
1 Research by Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research (Mendez and Ryan) using SEHQ (2010) linked to NAPLAN (2013)
2 Steele E, Wong E, Karahalio A, Johnson S, Weston K, Kremer P, de Silva A, Davis E, Nolan T, Waters E.  The influence of social disadvantage on children’s emotional and behavioural difficulties at age 4-7 years. 2015. The Journal of Pediatrics, vol. 167, Issue 2
Note: proportions labelled on charts are rounded to the nearest integer. 


development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	14.696092505245224	14.457888343771197	14.222839204303451	8.9618400088340611	7.9790506538783115	7.3464687416194732	0.74300768247858529	LBOTE	
development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	15.810995002271694	19.956837800999548	10.313493866424354	9.2571558382553398	9.67741935483871	12.721490231712856	1.340299863698319	Non-LBOTE	

development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	14.516188104307062	13.565777907998827	14.853135071784354	8.9144447699970701	7.7021681804863755	6.4770729563433926	0.64642543217111048	
Proportion of children with issue

ATSI	
development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	21.905697445972493	24.165029469548134	24.263261296660119	21.905697445972493	10.117878192534381	7.6620825147347738	1.6699410609037328	Non-ATSI	




development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	15.159034892104426	14.806928119917506	14.607400949011588	9.0508207441189779	2.0103619992957866	1.6532251303633407	0.2598883318522493	
Proportion of children with issue

Lives with one parent	
development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	19.829508196721314	19.540983606557376	18.924590163934425	17.390163934426226	9.442622950819672	9.1147540983606561	1.3901639344262295	Lives with both parents	

development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	14.229927223241228	14.087923791491628	13.869001834210993	7.4078456896041658	8.0646115614460676	7.261897718083743	0.66071041161272515	
Proportion of children with issue

Health care card	
development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	20.714550166604962	18.906577810687399	19.739602616314944	15.728742441071208	8.9102801431568555	9.5643588794273739	1.3636924595828706	Non-health care card	

development	oral health	speech	behaviour	vision	weight	general health	12.467043314500941	12.699880157507277	12.532100667693888	5.3929121725731894	7.8719397363465156	6.1016949152542379	0.4143126177024482	
Proportion of children with issue

